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Goals for this talk 

•  Review the BSM context for 0νββ-decay 

•  Review the different decay mechanisms & 
relationship to mν generation 

•  Illustrate complementarity with BSM searches at the 
high energy frontier 

•  Underscore the need for on-going developments in 
nuclear and hadronic structure 
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Outline 

I.  BSM Context 

II.  LNV: 0νββ – Decay Mechanisms 

III.  The “Standard Mechanism” 

IV.  TeV Scale LNV: 0νββ – Decay & the LHC 

V.  Sterile Neutrinos 

VI.  Summary 
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I. The BSM Context 
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Questions for Fundamental Physics* 

•  What is the origin of matter (luminous & dark) ? 

•  Why are neutrino masses so small ? 

•  Are fundamental interactions “natural” ?  

*Partial List 
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Questions for Fundamental Physics* 

•  What is the origin of matter (luminous & dark) ? 

•  Why are neutrino masses so small ? 

•  Are fundamental interactions “natural” ?  

Partners 

Partners 

Higgs Mechanism Something else ? 
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Questions for Fundamental Physics* 

•  What is the origin of matter (luminous & dark) ? 

•  Why are neutrino masses so small ? 

•  Are fundamental interactions “natural” ?  

*Partial List 

0νββ Decay	
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How “Natural” is mν ? 

Dirac Mass: 
 
 
Majorana Mass: 

 mν  = y v   
 yv = 246 GeV !  y ~ 10-12 
 
mν  = y v2 / Λ		
yv = 246 GeV !	 	Λ ~ 1014 GeV  
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How “Natural” is mν ? 

Dirac Mass: 
 
 
Majorana Mass: 

 mν  = y v   
 yv = 246 GeV !  y ~ 10-12 
 
mν  = y v2 / Λ		
yv = 246 GeV !	 	Λ ~ 1014 GeV  

How reliable a guide is naturalness ? 
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BSM Physics: Where Does it Live ? 
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BSM ? 

BSM ? 

 MW 

 SUSY, LNV, extended 
Higgs sector… 

Sterile ν’s, axions, 
dark U(1)…  

Is the mass scale associated with mν  far 
above MW ?  Near MW ? Well below MW ? 
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Questions for Fundamental Physics* 

•  What is the origin of matter (luminous & dark) ? 

•  Why are neutrino masses so small ? 

•  Are fundamental interactions “natural” ?  

*Partial List 

Discovering answers requires studies at three 
frontiers: energy, intensity, & cosmic.  
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Low-Energy / High-Energy Interplay 

Discovery “Diagnostic” 

Low energy High energy 
& cosmology 
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II. LNV: 0νββ – Decay Mechanisms 
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0νββ-Decay: LNV? Mass Term?  
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0νββ-Decay: LNV? Mass Term?  
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•  Total lepton number not 
conserved at classical level 

•  New mass scale in nature, Λ	

•  Key ingredient for standard 
baryogenesis via leptogenesis 

LNV Physics 
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Ton Scale Experiments 

Thanks: J. Wilkerson 
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Why Might A “Ton-Scale” Exp’t See It? 

 A(Z,N) !           ! A(Z+2, N-2) +  e- e-  Underlying 
Physics 

•  3 light neutrinos only: source of neutrino 
mass at the very high see-saw scale 

•  3 light neutrinos with TeV scale source of 
neutrino mass 

•  > 3 light neutrinos  
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III. The “Standard Mechanism” 
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•  Light Majorana mass generated 
at the conventional see-saw 
scale: Λ ~ 1012 – 1015 GeV 

 
•  3 light Majorana neutrinos 

mediate decay process 
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0νββ-Decay: LNV? Mass Term?  
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m2 ⇡MN (37)

�(N ! `H) 6= �(N ! ¯`H⇤
) (38)

4

•   Heavy neutrinos decay out of equilibrium 
in early universe 

•   Majorana neutrinos can decay to particles 
and antiparticles 

•   Rates can be slightly different (CP violation) 

•   Resulting excess of leptons over anti-leptons 
partially converted into excess of quarks over 
anti-quarks by Standard Model sphalerons 
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0νββ-Decay: LNV? Mass Term?  
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0νββ-Decay Sensitivity  

 A(Z,N) ! A(Z+2, N-2) +  e- e-   ν ν 2ν DBD: 

 A(Z,N) ! A(Z+2, N-2) +  e- e-  0ν DBD: 

If own antiparticle, can be emitted 
then absorbed during decay 
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0νββ-Decay Sensitivity  

 A(Z,N) ! A(Z+2, N-2) +  e- e-   ν ν 2ν DBD: 

 A(Z,N) ! A(Z+2, N-2) +  e- e-  0ν DBD: 

If own antiparticle, can be emitted 
then absorbed during decay 

All three light neutrinos participate ! 
Rate governed by an effective mass 
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Figure 1. Left: quark level “lobster” diagram for neutrinoless double beta decay in
case of light Majorana neutrino exchange. Right: geometrical visualization of the
effective mass.

neutrino exchange) which can have dependence on the particle physics. Note that the
possibility of destructive or constructive interference of different mechanisms is present.

However, here we are only interested in the presence of one particle physics mechanism,

the exchange of light massive Majorana neutrinos, the ones which are responsible for

neutrino oscillations.

The Feynman diagram for 0νββ on the quark level in this interpretation is shown

in figure 1. The amplitude of the process is for the V − A interactions of the Standard
Model proportional to
∑

G2
F U2

ei γµ γ+
/q +mi

q2 −m2
i

γν γ− =
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q2 −m2
i

γµ γ+ γν ≃
∑

G2
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q2
γµ γ+ γν ,

where γ± = 1
2(1 ± γ5), mi is the neutrino mass, q ≃ 100 MeV is the typical neutrino

momentum (corresponding to the typical nuclear distance of about 1 fm), and Uei an

element of the first row of the PMNS matrix. The linear dependence on the neutrino

mass is expected from the requirement of a spin-flip, as the neutrino can be thought of

as being emitted as a right-handed state and absorbed as a left-handed state.

The decay width of 0νββ is therefore proportional to the square of the so-called
effective mass

⟨mee⟩ =
∣
∣
∣

∑

U2
ei mi

∣
∣
∣ =

∣
∣|m(1)

ee |+ |m(2)
ee | e2iα + |m(3)

ee | e2iβ
∣
∣ , (18)

which is visualized in figure 1 (right) as the sum of three complex vectors m(1,2,3)
ee . The

effective mass is a coherent sum, which implies the possibility of cancellations. Note
that since we have included δ in P (see (8)), the Dirac phase does not appear in ⟨mee⟩,
which is the way it should be. In the symmetrical parametrization (9) the effective mass

is given as

⟨mee⟩ =
∣
∣c212c

2
13 m1 + s212c

2
13 m2 e

2iφ12 + s213m3 e
2iφ13

∣
∣ , (19)

so only the two Majorana phases appear in ⟨mee⟩ [39].
Neutrinoless double beta decay is suppressed by the extremely small ratio of

neutrino mass mi
<∼ 0.5 eV and momentum transfer |q| ≃ 108 eV, and therefore only

Individual contributions 
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Why Might A “Ton-Scale” Exp’t See It? 
Three active light neutrinos 
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Interpreting the Result 
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Interpreting a Positive Result 
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Interpreting a Null Result 
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What Would a Null Result Imply ? 
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Neutrino Mass Hierarchy 

Blennow et al, 1311.1822 

Expected significance for rejecting wrong hierarchy hypothesis 



42 

Interpreting a Positive Result 
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0νββ-Decay: Nuclear Matrix Elements  

Light νM exchange: can we 
determine mν 

Shell Model vs. QRPA 

Configs near 
Fermi surface 

Levels above 
Fermi surface 

P. Vogel 
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0νββ-Decay: Nuclear Matrix Elements  
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IV. TeV-Scale LNV: 0νββ – Decay & The LHC 



46 

Why Might A “Ton-Scale” Exp’t See It? 

 A(Z,N) !           ! A(Z+2, N-2) +  e- e-  Underlying 
Physics 

•  3 light neutrinos only: source of neutrino 
mass at the very high see-saw scale 

•  3 light neutrinos with TeV scale source of 
neutrino mass 

•  > 3 light neutrinos  

Two parameters: Effective coupling & effective heavy particle mass 
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0νββ-Decay: LNV? Mass Term?  
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14 

F	

S	 S	

•  Majorana mass generated at 
the TeV scale 

•  Low-scale see-saw 
•  Radiative mν 

•  mMIN << 0.01 eV but 0νββ-signal 
accessible with tonne-scale 
exp’ts due to heavy Majorana 
particle exchange 
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0νββ-Decay: TeV Scale LNV  
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+ mechanism 
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0νββ-Decay: TeV Scale LNV  
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FIG. 2: Integrating out S+ and F0 to match onto 0nbb operators.

Collider Simulation

All cross sections are in fb, based on 50,000 events, and represent results after showering, detector simulation, and matching.
The individual coupling constants are chosen by fixing all NP masses to 1 TeV and then imposing 0nbb bounds, giving c1 = c2 =
0.202. Charge-flip and Jet-fake cross sections must be manipulated at the analysis level in order to apply relevant probabilities.
For charge-flip cross sections, charge-flip probabilities are applied as a function of h and loose cuts are used. For jet-fake cross
sections, the following formula is used:

sJF before cuts = sJF,MG+Pythia+PGS ⇥ (1/500⇥1/2)# of jet-fakes ⇥
✓

# of jets
# of jet-fakes

◆
.

1/500 is the loose jet-fake probability, the factor of 1/2 is necessary because the jet fakes both electrons and positrons with
equal probability, and the combinatoric factor accounts for the ambiguity in choosing which jet in a given sample fakes the
electron. The following table represents the cut-flow associated with optimizing the signal relative to the background.

Signal Backgrounds

Diboson Charge Flip Jet Fake
W�W�+jets W�Z+jets ZZ+jets Z/g⇤+jets tt tt t+jets W�+jets

s(fb) before cuts 0.443 0.541 6.710 0.627 947.000 90.470 89.320 4.530 153.100
Njet � 2, Ne� � 2, Nb = 0 0.283 0.359 4.660 0.433 657.000 29.600 31.200 2.240 119.600

/ET < 40 GeV 0.266 0.104 2.100 0.405 653.000 7.050 11.300 0.828 61.600
Z-veto (80  MZ  100) GeV 0.251 0.096 1.640 0.312 101.500 6.030 10.100 0.716 56.000

mt > 400 GeV 0.205 0.030 0.458 0.070 7.530 0.590 0.880 0.036 7.500
HT (jets)> 550 GeV 0.170 0 0.093 0.015 1.120 0.072 0.030 0 1.200

(850  HT (all)  1300) GeV 0.112 0 0.060 0 0.130 0.027 0.110 0 0.413

TABLE I: Cut-flow table.

Applying these results, we can calculate a signal-to-background ratio as a function of luminosity, defined by

S/
p

B =
sSignalpsBG

p
L .

From this we can understand the relationship between the potential for discovery of LNV at 0nbb decay experiments and the
LHC. Given that the model predicts 0nbb decays just beyond current bounds, the required luminosity for concurrent discovery
at the LHC through same-sign lepton signatures can be read off of FIG. 3. Eventually, we’ll want to parametrize this result
somehow so that it can expressed as a function of the model parameters.

[1] G. Prezeau, M. Ramsey-Musolf and P. Vogel, Phys. Rev. D 68, 034016 (2003) [hep-ph/0303205].
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[1] G. Prezeau, M. Ramsey-Musolf and P. Vogel, Phys. Rev. D 68, 034016 (2003) [hep-ph/0303205].
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Alternative way:

Heavy fictitious intermediate particles:                   [3]

[3] M. Hrisch, talk BLV-2013, Heidelberg, 09/04/2013.

Particle      :

➢ Complex scalar field
➢ Electric charge = +1
➢ Mass = 1 TeV
➢ Width =119.4 GeV 

Particle      :

➢ Majorana fermion
➢ Electric charge = 0
➢ Mass = 1 TeV
➢ Width = 270.1 GeV

Gauge invariant form:

Y        -1/6   -1/3  1/2                   1/2   0  -1/2     

The SU(2) doublet scalar                          .        is an SU(2) singlet fermion.

DT = ( S+ , S0 ) 
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Fig. 11 

We show limits for the different decompositions assuming
scalars are exchanged. The limits on Meff are in TeV and

scale as gð4=5Þeff . Within a given decomposition different
operators can appear in the calculation of the 0!"" decay
half-life. If within a given decomposition there is more
than one operator combination that appears for the differ-
ent possible helicity states, we quote a range of limits,
corresponding to the operators with the largest and smallest
possible rate within this decomposition. Numbers are cal-
culated using the nuclear matrix elements of [16] and the
uncertainty on Meff scales as !ðMeffÞ / ð!MNuclÞð1=5Þ,
where MNucl stands generically for the nuclear matrix
elements. Current limits range from Meff * 1:2–3:1 TeV,
while future sensitivities up to Meff * 1:8–4:6 TeV are
expected.

C. LHC vs 0!"": Numerical analysis

In this section we compare the LHC and 0!"" sensi-
tivities of the different decompositions for 0!"". In the
numerical analysis we will develop in this section, we will
concentrate on the case when the fermion mass is smaller
than (one of) the scalar masses. The numerical analysis of
the case when the fermion mass is larger than the scalar
masses will be presented in a future paper.

We can divide the discussion of all 18 decompositions
into two groups of cases. The first group corresponds to
‘‘symmetric ‘‘ and ‘‘like-symmetric’’ decompositions. The
former are simply those decompositions in which a scalar
with the same quantum numbers appears twice in the
diagram (1-i, 5-i, 4-i), while the latter are those with
two different scalars but of the same kind (two different
leptoquarks or two different diquarks, such as 2-iii, 3-i).
The second group corresponds to ‘‘asymmetric’’ decom-
positions. Those correspond to decompositions with Sþ2

and either an Sþ1 or a diquark (1-ii, 3-ii, 3-iii) and decom-
positions with a leptoquark and either an Sþ1 or a diquark
(2-i, 2-ii, 4-ii, 5-ii).

First we will derive limits from existing LHC data atffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 8 TeV to compare the discovery potential of the
forthcoming

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 14 TeV phase of the LHC with the
sensitivity of current and future 0!"" decay experiments.
We will begin our discussion with the ‘‘symmetric’’
decomposition ð "udÞð "eÞð "eÞð "udÞ.

As discussed in Sec. IVA the most stringent current
limits from the LHC on like-sign lepton searches come
from data taken by the CMS Collaboration at

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 8 TeV
[32]. CMS also presents upper limits on #% BrðeejjÞ as a
function of meejj. These limits apply directly to the case of
the decomposition ð "udÞð "eÞð "eÞð "udÞ, which describes at
LHC a produced scalar Sþ1, decaying to Sþ1 ! c 0e

þ,
followed by c 0 ! eþ "ud, producing two mass peaks in
meejj and me2jj.

The number of eejj-like events at the LHC, in general,
depends on a different combination of couplings and
masses than the 0!"" decay amplitude. The 0!""

half-life depends on the effective parameters defined in
Eq. (5) and the cross section #% BrðeejjÞ is, in the narrow
width approximation, proportional to g2udSþ1

and to a non-

trivial function FSþ1
of the scalar mass mSþ1

. We can then
write the number of events as

#% BrðeejjÞ ¼ #ðpp ! SÞ % BrðS ! eejjÞ
¼ FSðmSÞg21BrðS ! eejjÞ; (6)

defining

FSþ1
ðmSþ1

Þ ¼ #ðpp ! Sþ1Þ=g2udSþ1
: (7)

The BrðS ! eejjÞ can be calculated from Eq. (A2) and is
equal to

BrðS ! eejjÞ ¼ fðmc =mSÞg22
3g21 þ fðmc =mSÞg22

% 1

2
: (8)

Here S ¼ Sþ1, g1 ¼ gudSþ1
, g2 ¼ gec 0Sþ1

, c ¼ c 0

and fðxÞ ¼ ð1& x2Þ2. Note that in the limit where all
couplings are equal (and mc 0

¼ 0) BrðSþ1 ! eþeþjjÞ ¼
BrðSþ1 ! eþe&jjÞ ’ 1=8. We have used CALCHEP [42] to
calculate the production cross sections for Sþ1 at the LHC.
We have compared our cross sections with the figures in
[27] finding quite good agreement.
In ‘‘symmetric’’ decompositions, such as ð "udÞð "eÞð "eÞ%

ð "udÞ, the effective couplings and scalar boson masses are
pairwise equal, i.e. in Eq. (5) g1 ¼ g4, g2 ¼ g3 and mS ¼
mS0 . Then, the effective parameters defined in (5) become

MeffðSÞ ¼ ðm4
Smc Þ1=5; geffðSÞ ¼ ðg1g2Þ1=2: (9)

Equation (6) depends on four variables: the couplings
g1, g2 and the masses mS, mc . For comparison with 0!""
we have expressed Eq. (6), using Eqs. (9) and (8), in terms
of four new variables: the effective coupling and mass geff ,
Meff , respectively, the fermion massmc and BrðS ! eejjÞ.
Then, by using Eq. (6) expressed in terms of these four new
variables, and the current limits on#% BrðeejjÞ presented
by CMS [32], we can plot in the plane geff versus
Meff bounds of the LHC for differentt values of the
BrðSþ1 ! eejjÞ and the fermion mass mc 0

. We have
drawn these limits for BrðSþ1 ! eejjÞ ¼ 10&1 (solid red
lines) and BrðSþ1 ! eejjÞ ¼ 10&2 (dashed red lines) in
Fig. 7, using different values of the fermion mass mc 0

¼
200 GeV, 800 GeV. For larger masses mc 0

the LHC
limits become more stringent except for the region
ðmc 0

&mSþ1
Þ & 100 GeV, where the LHC sensitivity

becomes very small as we discussed in Sec. IVA. Note
that the for the dotted/dashed lines, the part of the line that
is shown dotted corresponds to values of 1 ' g1 ¼
gudSþ1

' 2, i.e. close to values where this coupling would
become nonperturbative.
In addition, Fig. 7 shows current and future limits from

0!"" decay. The dark gray area is the currently excluded
part of parameter space from nonobservation of 136Xe
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Cj = gj 

  

Alternative way:

Heavy fictitious intermediate particles:                   [3]

[3] M. Hrisch, talk BLV-2013, Heidelberg, 09/04/2013.

Particle      :

➢ Complex scalar field
➢ Electric charge = +1
➢ Mass = 1 TeV
➢ Width =119.4 GeV 

Particle      :

➢ Majorana fermion
➢ Electric charge = 0
➢ Mass = 1 TeV
➢ Width = 270.1 GeV

Gauge invariant form:

Y        -1/6   -1/3  1/2                   1/2   0  -1/2     

The SU(2) doublet scalar                          .        is an SU(2) singlet fermion.



0νββ-Decay: TeV Scale LNV  

Helo et al claim: 

Dirac Majorana 
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Fig. 11 

We show limits for the different decompositions assuming
scalars are exchanged. The limits on Meff are in TeV and

scale as gð4=5Þeff . Within a given decomposition different
operators can appear in the calculation of the 0!"" decay
half-life. If within a given decomposition there is more
than one operator combination that appears for the differ-
ent possible helicity states, we quote a range of limits,
corresponding to the operators with the largest and smallest
possible rate within this decomposition. Numbers are cal-
culated using the nuclear matrix elements of [16] and the
uncertainty on Meff scales as !ðMeffÞ / ð!MNuclÞð1=5Þ,
where MNucl stands generically for the nuclear matrix
elements. Current limits range from Meff * 1:2–3:1 TeV,
while future sensitivities up to Meff * 1:8–4:6 TeV are
expected.

C. LHC vs 0!"": Numerical analysis

In this section we compare the LHC and 0!"" sensi-
tivities of the different decompositions for 0!"". In the
numerical analysis we will develop in this section, we will
concentrate on the case when the fermion mass is smaller
than (one of) the scalar masses. The numerical analysis of
the case when the fermion mass is larger than the scalar
masses will be presented in a future paper.

We can divide the discussion of all 18 decompositions
into two groups of cases. The first group corresponds to
‘‘symmetric ‘‘ and ‘‘like-symmetric’’ decompositions. The
former are simply those decompositions in which a scalar
with the same quantum numbers appears twice in the
diagram (1-i, 5-i, 4-i), while the latter are those with
two different scalars but of the same kind (two different
leptoquarks or two different diquarks, such as 2-iii, 3-i).
The second group corresponds to ‘‘asymmetric’’ decom-
positions. Those correspond to decompositions with Sþ2

and either an Sþ1 or a diquark (1-ii, 3-ii, 3-iii) and decom-
positions with a leptoquark and either an Sþ1 or a diquark
(2-i, 2-ii, 4-ii, 5-ii).

First we will derive limits from existing LHC data atffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 8 TeV to compare the discovery potential of the
forthcoming

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 14 TeV phase of the LHC with the
sensitivity of current and future 0!"" decay experiments.
We will begin our discussion with the ‘‘symmetric’’
decomposition ð "udÞð "eÞð "eÞð "udÞ.

As discussed in Sec. IVA the most stringent current
limits from the LHC on like-sign lepton searches come
from data taken by the CMS Collaboration at

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 8 TeV
[32]. CMS also presents upper limits on #% BrðeejjÞ as a
function of meejj. These limits apply directly to the case of
the decomposition ð "udÞð "eÞð "eÞð "udÞ, which describes at
LHC a produced scalar Sþ1, decaying to Sþ1 ! c 0e

þ,
followed by c 0 ! eþ "ud, producing two mass peaks in
meejj and me2jj.

The number of eejj-like events at the LHC, in general,
depends on a different combination of couplings and
masses than the 0!"" decay amplitude. The 0!""

half-life depends on the effective parameters defined in
Eq. (5) and the cross section #% BrðeejjÞ is, in the narrow
width approximation, proportional to g2udSþ1

and to a non-

trivial function FSþ1
of the scalar mass mSþ1

. We can then
write the number of events as

#% BrðeejjÞ ¼ #ðpp ! SÞ % BrðS ! eejjÞ
¼ FSðmSÞg21BrðS ! eejjÞ; (6)

defining

FSþ1
ðmSþ1

Þ ¼ #ðpp ! Sþ1Þ=g2udSþ1
: (7)

The BrðS ! eejjÞ can be calculated from Eq. (A2) and is
equal to

BrðS ! eejjÞ ¼ fðmc =mSÞg22
3g21 þ fðmc =mSÞg22

% 1

2
: (8)

Here S ¼ Sþ1, g1 ¼ gudSþ1
, g2 ¼ gec 0Sþ1

, c ¼ c 0

and fðxÞ ¼ ð1& x2Þ2. Note that in the limit where all
couplings are equal (and mc 0

¼ 0) BrðSþ1 ! eþeþjjÞ ¼
BrðSþ1 ! eþe&jjÞ ’ 1=8. We have used CALCHEP [42] to
calculate the production cross sections for Sþ1 at the LHC.
We have compared our cross sections with the figures in
[27] finding quite good agreement.
In ‘‘symmetric’’ decompositions, such as ð "udÞð "eÞð "eÞ%

ð "udÞ, the effective couplings and scalar boson masses are
pairwise equal, i.e. in Eq. (5) g1 ¼ g4, g2 ¼ g3 and mS ¼
mS0 . Then, the effective parameters defined in (5) become

MeffðSÞ ¼ ðm4
Smc Þ1=5; geffðSÞ ¼ ðg1g2Þ1=2: (9)

Equation (6) depends on four variables: the couplings
g1, g2 and the masses mS, mc . For comparison with 0!""
we have expressed Eq. (6), using Eqs. (9) and (8), in terms
of four new variables: the effective coupling and mass geff ,
Meff , respectively, the fermion massmc and BrðS ! eejjÞ.
Then, by using Eq. (6) expressed in terms of these four new
variables, and the current limits on#% BrðeejjÞ presented
by CMS [32], we can plot in the plane geff versus
Meff bounds of the LHC for differentt values of the
BrðSþ1 ! eejjÞ and the fermion mass mc 0

. We have
drawn these limits for BrðSþ1 ! eejjÞ ¼ 10&1 (solid red
lines) and BrðSþ1 ! eejjÞ ¼ 10&2 (dashed red lines) in
Fig. 7, using different values of the fermion mass mc 0

¼
200 GeV, 800 GeV. For larger masses mc 0

the LHC
limits become more stringent except for the region
ðmc 0

&mSþ1
Þ & 100 GeV, where the LHC sensitivity

becomes very small as we discussed in Sec. IVA. Note
that the for the dotted/dashed lines, the part of the line that
is shown dotted corresponds to values of 1 ' g1 ¼
gudSþ1

' 2, i.e. close to values where this coupling would
become nonperturbative.
In addition, Fig. 7 shows current and future limits from

0!"" decay. The dark gray area is the currently excluded
part of parameter space from nonobservation of 136Xe
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Alternative way:

Heavy fictitious intermediate particles:                   [3]

[3] M. Hrisch, talk BLV-2013, Heidelberg, 09/04/2013.

Particle      :

➢ Complex scalar field
➢ Electric charge = +1
➢ Mass = 1 TeV
➢ Width =119.4 GeV 

Particle      :

➢ Majorana fermion
➢ Electric charge = 0
➢ Mass = 1 TeV
➢ Width = 270.1 GeV

Gauge invariant form:

Y        -1/6   -1/3  1/2                   1/2   0  -1/2     

The SU(2) doublet scalar                          .        is an SU(2) singlet fermion.



0νββ-Decay: TeV Scale LNV  

Helo et al claim: 
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Fig. 11 

We show limits for the different decompositions assuming
scalars are exchanged. The limits on Meff are in TeV and

scale as gð4=5Þeff . Within a given decomposition different
operators can appear in the calculation of the 0!"" decay
half-life. If within a given decomposition there is more
than one operator combination that appears for the differ-
ent possible helicity states, we quote a range of limits,
corresponding to the operators with the largest and smallest
possible rate within this decomposition. Numbers are cal-
culated using the nuclear matrix elements of [16] and the
uncertainty on Meff scales as !ðMeffÞ / ð!MNuclÞð1=5Þ,
where MNucl stands generically for the nuclear matrix
elements. Current limits range from Meff * 1:2–3:1 TeV,
while future sensitivities up to Meff * 1:8–4:6 TeV are
expected.

C. LHC vs 0!"": Numerical analysis

In this section we compare the LHC and 0!"" sensi-
tivities of the different decompositions for 0!"". In the
numerical analysis we will develop in this section, we will
concentrate on the case when the fermion mass is smaller
than (one of) the scalar masses. The numerical analysis of
the case when the fermion mass is larger than the scalar
masses will be presented in a future paper.

We can divide the discussion of all 18 decompositions
into two groups of cases. The first group corresponds to
‘‘symmetric ‘‘ and ‘‘like-symmetric’’ decompositions. The
former are simply those decompositions in which a scalar
with the same quantum numbers appears twice in the
diagram (1-i, 5-i, 4-i), while the latter are those with
two different scalars but of the same kind (two different
leptoquarks or two different diquarks, such as 2-iii, 3-i).
The second group corresponds to ‘‘asymmetric’’ decom-
positions. Those correspond to decompositions with Sþ2

and either an Sþ1 or a diquark (1-ii, 3-ii, 3-iii) and decom-
positions with a leptoquark and either an Sþ1 or a diquark
(2-i, 2-ii, 4-ii, 5-ii).

First we will derive limits from existing LHC data atffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 8 TeV to compare the discovery potential of the
forthcoming

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 14 TeV phase of the LHC with the
sensitivity of current and future 0!"" decay experiments.
We will begin our discussion with the ‘‘symmetric’’
decomposition ð "udÞð "eÞð "eÞð "udÞ.

As discussed in Sec. IVA the most stringent current
limits from the LHC on like-sign lepton searches come
from data taken by the CMS Collaboration at

ffiffiffi
s

p ¼ 8 TeV
[32]. CMS also presents upper limits on #% BrðeejjÞ as a
function of meejj. These limits apply directly to the case of
the decomposition ð "udÞð "eÞð "eÞð "udÞ, which describes at
LHC a produced scalar Sþ1, decaying to Sþ1 ! c 0e

þ,
followed by c 0 ! eþ "ud, producing two mass peaks in
meejj and me2jj.

The number of eejj-like events at the LHC, in general,
depends on a different combination of couplings and
masses than the 0!"" decay amplitude. The 0!""

half-life depends on the effective parameters defined in
Eq. (5) and the cross section #% BrðeejjÞ is, in the narrow
width approximation, proportional to g2udSþ1

and to a non-

trivial function FSþ1
of the scalar mass mSþ1

. We can then
write the number of events as

#% BrðeejjÞ ¼ #ðpp ! SÞ % BrðS ! eejjÞ
¼ FSðmSÞg21BrðS ! eejjÞ; (6)

defining

FSþ1
ðmSþ1

Þ ¼ #ðpp ! Sþ1Þ=g2udSþ1
: (7)

The BrðS ! eejjÞ can be calculated from Eq. (A2) and is
equal to

BrðS ! eejjÞ ¼ fðmc =mSÞg22
3g21 þ fðmc =mSÞg22

% 1

2
: (8)

Here S ¼ Sþ1, g1 ¼ gudSþ1
, g2 ¼ gec 0Sþ1

, c ¼ c 0

and fðxÞ ¼ ð1& x2Þ2. Note that in the limit where all
couplings are equal (and mc 0

¼ 0) BrðSþ1 ! eþeþjjÞ ¼
BrðSþ1 ! eþe&jjÞ ’ 1=8. We have used CALCHEP [42] to
calculate the production cross sections for Sþ1 at the LHC.
We have compared our cross sections with the figures in
[27] finding quite good agreement.
In ‘‘symmetric’’ decompositions, such as ð "udÞð "eÞð "eÞ%

ð "udÞ, the effective couplings and scalar boson masses are
pairwise equal, i.e. in Eq. (5) g1 ¼ g4, g2 ¼ g3 and mS ¼
mS0 . Then, the effective parameters defined in (5) become

MeffðSÞ ¼ ðm4
Smc Þ1=5; geffðSÞ ¼ ðg1g2Þ1=2: (9)

Equation (6) depends on four variables: the couplings
g1, g2 and the masses mS, mc . For comparison with 0!""
we have expressed Eq. (6), using Eqs. (9) and (8), in terms
of four new variables: the effective coupling and mass geff ,
Meff , respectively, the fermion massmc and BrðS ! eejjÞ.
Then, by using Eq. (6) expressed in terms of these four new
variables, and the current limits on#% BrðeejjÞ presented
by CMS [32], we can plot in the plane geff versus
Meff bounds of the LHC for differentt values of the
BrðSþ1 ! eejjÞ and the fermion mass mc 0

. We have
drawn these limits for BrðSþ1 ! eejjÞ ¼ 10&1 (solid red
lines) and BrðSþ1 ! eejjÞ ¼ 10&2 (dashed red lines) in
Fig. 7, using different values of the fermion mass mc 0

¼
200 GeV, 800 GeV. For larger masses mc 0

the LHC
limits become more stringent except for the region
ðmc 0

&mSþ1
Þ & 100 GeV, where the LHC sensitivity

becomes very small as we discussed in Sec. IVA. Note
that the for the dotted/dashed lines, the part of the line that
is shown dotted corresponds to values of 1 ' g1 ¼
gudSþ1

' 2, i.e. close to values where this coupling would
become nonperturbative.
In addition, Fig. 7 shows current and future limits from

0!"" decay. The dark gray area is the currently excluded
part of parameter space from nonobservation of 136Xe
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Cj = gj 

  

Alternative way:

Heavy fictitious intermediate particles:                   [3]

[3] M. Hrisch, talk BLV-2013, Heidelberg, 09/04/2013.

Particle      :

➢ Complex scalar field
➢ Electric charge = +1
➢ Mass = 1 TeV
➢ Width =119.4 GeV 

Particle      :

➢ Majorana fermion
➢ Electric charge = 0
➢ Mass = 1 TeV
➢ Width = 270.1 GeV

Gauge invariant form:

Y        -1/6   -1/3  1/2                   1/2   0  -1/2     

The SU(2) doublet scalar                          .        is an SU(2) singlet fermion.
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FIG. 2: Integrating out S+ and F0 to match onto 0nbb operators.

Collider Simulation

All cross sections are in fb, based on 50,000 events, and represent results after showering, detector simulation, and matching.
The individual coupling constants are chosen by fixing all NP masses to 1 TeV and then imposing 0nbb bounds, giving c1 = c2 =
0.202. Charge-flip and Jet-fake cross sections must be manipulated at the analysis level in order to apply relevant probabilities.
For charge-flip cross sections, charge-flip probabilities are applied as a function of h and loose cuts are used. For jet-fake cross
sections, the following formula is used:

sJF before cuts = sJF,MG+Pythia+PGS ⇥ (1/500⇥1/2)# of jet-fakes ⇥
✓

# of jets
# of jet-fakes

◆
.

1/500 is the loose jet-fake probability, the factor of 1/2 is necessary because the jet fakes both electrons and positrons with
equal probability, and the combinatoric factor accounts for the ambiguity in choosing which jet in a given sample fakes the
electron. The following table represents the cut-flow associated with optimizing the signal relative to the background.

Signal Backgrounds

Diboson Charge Flip Jet Fake
W�W�+jets W�Z+jets ZZ+jets Z/g⇤+jets tt tt t+jets W�+jets

s(fb) before cuts 0.443 0.541 6.710 0.627 947.000 90.470 89.320 4.530 153.100
Njet � 2, Ne� � 2, Nb = 0 0.283 0.359 4.660 0.433 657.000 29.600 31.200 2.240 119.600

/ET < 40 GeV 0.266 0.104 2.100 0.405 653.000 7.050 11.300 0.828 61.600
Z-veto (80  MZ  100) GeV 0.251 0.096 1.640 0.312 101.500 6.030 10.100 0.716 56.000

mt > 400 GeV 0.205 0.030 0.458 0.070 7.530 0.590 0.880 0.036 7.500
HT (jets)> 550 GeV 0.170 0 0.093 0.015 1.120 0.072 0.030 0 1.200

(850  HT (all)  1300) GeV 0.112 0 0.060 0 0.130 0.027 0.110 0 0.413

TABLE I: Cut-flow table.

Applying these results, we can calculate a signal-to-background ratio as a function of luminosity, defined by

S/
p

B =
sSignalpsBG

p
L .

From this we can understand the relationship between the potential for discovery of LNV at 0nbb decay experiments and the
LHC. Given that the model predicts 0nbb decays just beyond current bounds, the required luminosity for concurrent discovery
at the LHC through same-sign lepton signatures can be read off of FIG. 3. Eventually, we’ll want to parametrize this result
somehow so that it can expressed as a function of the model parameters.

[1] G. Prezeau, M. Ramsey-Musolf and P. Vogel, Phys. Rev. D 68, 034016 (2003) [hep-ph/0303205].
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FIG. 2: Integrating out S+ and F0 to match onto 0nbb operators.

Collider Simulation

All cross sections are in fb, based on 50,000 events, and represent results after showering, detector simulation, and matching.
The individual coupling constants are chosen by fixing all NP masses to 1 TeV and then imposing 0nbb bounds, giving c1 = c2 =
0.202. Charge-flip and Jet-fake cross sections must be manipulated at the analysis level in order to apply relevant probabilities.
For charge-flip cross sections, charge-flip probabilities are applied as a function of h and loose cuts are used. For jet-fake cross
sections, the following formula is used:

sJF before cuts = sJF,MG+Pythia+PGS ⇥ (1/500⇥1/2)# of jet-fakes ⇥
✓

# of jets
# of jet-fakes

◆
.

1/500 is the loose jet-fake probability, the factor of 1/2 is necessary because the jet fakes both electrons and positrons with
equal probability, and the combinatoric factor accounts for the ambiguity in choosing which jet in a given sample fakes the
electron. The following table represents the cut-flow associated with optimizing the signal relative to the background.

Signal Backgrounds

Diboson Charge Flip Jet Fake
W�W�+jets W�Z+jets ZZ+jets Z/g⇤+jets tt tt t+jets W�+jets

s(fb) before cuts 0.443 0.541 6.710 0.627 947.000 90.470 89.320 4.530 153.100
Njet � 2, Ne� � 2, Nb = 0 0.283 0.359 4.660 0.433 657.000 29.600 31.200 2.240 119.600

/ET < 40 GeV 0.266 0.104 2.100 0.405 653.000 7.050 11.300 0.828 61.600
Z-veto (80  MZ  100) GeV 0.251 0.096 1.640 0.312 101.500 6.030 10.100 0.716 56.000

mt > 400 GeV 0.205 0.030 0.458 0.070 7.530 0.590 0.880 0.036 7.500
HT (jets)> 550 GeV 0.170 0 0.093 0.015 1.120 0.072 0.030 0 1.200

(850  HT (all)  1300) GeV 0.112 0 0.060 0 0.130 0.027 0.110 0 0.413

TABLE I: Cut-flow table.

Applying these results, we can calculate a signal-to-background ratio as a function of luminosity, defined by

S/
p

B =
sSignalpsBG

p
L .

From this we can understand the relationship between the potential for discovery of LNV at 0nbb decay experiments and the
LHC. Given that the model predicts 0nbb decays just beyond current bounds, the required luminosity for concurrent discovery
at the LHC through same-sign lepton signatures can be read off of FIG. 3. Eventually, we’ll want to parametrize this result
somehow so that it can expressed as a function of the model parameters.

[1] G. Prezeau, M. Ramsey-Musolf and P. Vogel, Phys. Rev. D 68, 034016 (2003) [hep-ph/0303205].
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Simplified models 
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FIG. 2: Integrating out S+ and F0 to match onto 0nbb operators.

Collider Simulation

All cross sections are in fb, based on 50,000 events, and represent results after showering, detector simulation, and matching.
The individual coupling constants are chosen by fixing all NP masses to 1 TeV and then imposing 0nbb bounds, giving c1 = c2 =
0.202. Charge-flip and Jet-fake cross sections must be manipulated at the analysis level in order to apply relevant probabilities.
For charge-flip cross sections, charge-flip probabilities are applied as a function of h and loose cuts are used. For jet-fake cross
sections, the following formula is used:

sJF before cuts = sJF,MG+Pythia+PGS ⇥ (1/500⇥1/2)# of jet-fakes ⇥
✓

# of jets
# of jet-fakes

◆
.

1/500 is the loose jet-fake probability, the factor of 1/2 is necessary because the jet fakes both electrons and positrons with
equal probability, and the combinatoric factor accounts for the ambiguity in choosing which jet in a given sample fakes the
electron. The following table represents the cut-flow associated with optimizing the signal relative to the background.

Signal Backgrounds

Diboson Charge Flip Jet Fake
W�W�+jets W�Z+jets ZZ+jets Z/g⇤+jets tt tt t+jets W�+jets

s(fb) before cuts 0.443 0.541 6.710 0.627 947.000 90.470 89.320 4.530 153.100
Njet � 2, Ne� � 2, Nb = 0 0.283 0.359 4.660 0.433 657.000 29.600 31.200 2.240 119.600

/ET < 40 GeV 0.266 0.104 2.100 0.405 653.000 7.050 11.300 0.828 61.600
Z-veto (80  MZ  100) GeV 0.251 0.096 1.640 0.312 101.500 6.030 10.100 0.716 56.000

mt > 400 GeV 0.205 0.030 0.458 0.070 7.530 0.590 0.880 0.036 7.500
HT (jets)> 550 GeV 0.170 0 0.093 0.015 1.120 0.072 0.030 0 1.200

(850  HT (all)  1300) GeV 0.112 0 0.060 0 0.130 0.027 0.110 0 0.413

TABLE I: Cut-flow table.

Applying these results, we can calculate a signal-to-background ratio as a function of luminosity, defined by

S/
p

B =
sSignalpsBG

p
L .

From this we can understand the relationship between the potential for discovery of LNV at 0nbb decay experiments and the
LHC. Given that the model predicts 0nbb decays just beyond current bounds, the required luminosity for concurrent discovery
at the LHC through same-sign lepton signatures can be read off of FIG. 3. Eventually, we’ll want to parametrize this result
somehow so that it can expressed as a function of the model parameters.

[1] G. Prezeau, M. Ramsey-Musolf and P. Vogel, Phys. Rev. D 68, 034016 (2003) [hep-ph/0303205].
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Collider Simulation

All cross sections are in fb, based on 50,000 events, and represent results after showering, detector simulation, and matching.
The individual coupling constants are chosen by fixing all NP masses to 1 TeV and then imposing 0nbb bounds, giving c1 = c2 =
0.202. Charge-flip and Jet-fake cross sections must be manipulated at the analysis level in order to apply relevant probabilities.
For charge-flip cross sections, charge-flip probabilities are applied as a function of h and loose cuts are used. For jet-fake cross
sections, the following formula is used:

sJF before cuts = sJF,MG+Pythia+PGS ⇥ (1/500⇥1/2)# of jet-fakes ⇥
✓

# of jets
# of jet-fakes

◆
.

1/500 is the loose jet-fake probability, the factor of 1/2 is necessary because the jet fakes both electrons and positrons with
equal probability, and the combinatoric factor accounts for the ambiguity in choosing which jet in a given sample fakes the
electron. The following table represents the cut-flow associated with optimizing the signal relative to the background.

Signal Backgrounds

Diboson Charge Flip Jet Fake
W�W�+jets W�Z+jets ZZ+jets Z/g⇤+jets tt tt t+jets W�+jets

s(fb) before cuts 0.443 0.541 6.710 0.627 947.000 90.470 89.320 4.530 153.100
Njet � 2, Ne� � 2, Nb = 0 0.283 0.359 4.660 0.433 657.000 29.600 31.200 2.240 119.600

/ET < 40 GeV 0.266 0.104 2.100 0.405 653.000 7.050 11.300 0.828 61.600
Z-veto (80  MZ  100) GeV 0.251 0.096 1.640 0.312 101.500 6.030 10.100 0.716 56.000

mt > 400 GeV 0.205 0.030 0.458 0.070 7.530 0.590 0.880 0.036 7.500
HT (jets)> 550 GeV 0.170 0 0.093 0.015 1.120 0.072 0.030 0 1.200

(850  HT (all)  1300) GeV 0.112 0 0.060 0 0.130 0.027 0.110 0 0.413

TABLE I: Cut-flow table.

Applying these results, we can calculate a signal-to-background ratio as a function of luminosity, defined by

S/
p

B =
sSignalpsBG

p
L .

From this we can understand the relationship between the potential for discovery of LNV at 0nbb decay experiments and the
LHC. Given that the model predicts 0nbb decays just beyond current bounds, the required luminosity for concurrent discovery
at the LHC through same-sign lepton signatures can be read off of FIG. 3. Eventually, we’ll want to parametrize this result
somehow so that it can expressed as a function of the model parameters.
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FIG. 2: Integrating out S+ and F0 to match onto 0nbb operators.

Collider Simulation

All cross sections are in fb, based on 50,000 events, and represent results after showering, detector simulation, and matching.
The individual coupling constants are chosen by fixing all NP masses to 1 TeV and then imposing 0nbb bounds, giving c1 = c2 =
0.202. Charge-flip and Jet-fake cross sections must be manipulated at the analysis level in order to apply relevant probabilities.
For charge-flip cross sections, charge-flip probabilities are applied as a function of h and loose cuts are used. For jet-fake cross
sections, the following formula is used:

sJF before cuts = sJF,MG+Pythia+PGS ⇥ (1/500⇥1/2)# of jet-fakes ⇥
✓

# of jets
# of jet-fakes

◆
.

1/500 is the loose jet-fake probability, the factor of 1/2 is necessary because the jet fakes both electrons and positrons with
equal probability, and the combinatoric factor accounts for the ambiguity in choosing which jet in a given sample fakes the
electron. The following table represents the cut-flow associated with optimizing the signal relative to the background.

Signal Backgrounds

Diboson Charge Flip Jet Fake
W�W�+jets W�Z+jets ZZ+jets Z/g⇤+jets tt tt t+jets W�+jets

s(fb) before cuts 0.443 0.541 6.710 0.627 947.000 90.470 89.320 4.530 153.100
Njet � 2, Ne� � 2, Nb = 0 0.283 0.359 4.660 0.433 657.000 29.600 31.200 2.240 119.600

/ET < 40 GeV 0.266 0.104 2.100 0.405 653.000 7.050 11.300 0.828 61.600
Z-veto (80  MZ  100) GeV 0.251 0.096 1.640 0.312 101.500 6.030 10.100 0.716 56.000

mt > 400 GeV 0.205 0.030 0.458 0.070 7.530 0.590 0.880 0.036 7.500
HT (jets)> 550 GeV 0.170 0 0.093 0.015 1.120 0.072 0.030 0 1.200

(850  HT (all)  1300) GeV 0.112 0 0.060 0 0.130 0.027 0.110 0 0.413

TABLE I: Cut-flow table.

Applying these results, we can calculate a signal-to-background ratio as a function of luminosity, defined by

S/
p

B =
sSignalpsBG

p
L .

From this we can understand the relationship between the potential for discovery of LNV at 0nbb decay experiments and the
LHC. Given that the model predicts 0nbb decays just beyond current bounds, the required luminosity for concurrent discovery
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somehow so that it can expressed as a function of the model parameters.

[1] G. Prezeau, M. Ramsey-Musolf and P. Vogel, Phys. Rev. D 68, 034016 (2003) [hep-ph/0303205].

2

LHC: pp !   jj e-e- 

d

d

u

u

e�

e�

F 0

S+

S+
d

d

u

e�

e�

u

FIG. 2: Integrating out S+ and F0 to match onto 0nbb operators.

Collider Simulation

All cross sections are in fb, based on 50,000 events, and represent results after showering, detector simulation, and matching.
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# of jets
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◆
.
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From this we can understand the relationship between the potential for discovery of LNV at 0nbb decay experiments and the
LHC. Given that the model predicts 0nbb decays just beyond current bounds, the required luminosity for concurrent discovery
at the LHC through same-sign lepton signatures can be read off of FIG. 3. Eventually, we’ll want to parametrize this result
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FIG. 1: Significance of a LHC e�e� + di-jet signal as a func-
tion of integrated luminosity assuming the maximum C1/⇤

5

consistent with the GERDA 0⌫�� half-life limit. Upper and
lower curves correspond to values of the NME M0 = �1.0 and
�1.99, respectively.

FIG. 2: Present and future reach of 0⌫�� and LHC searches
for the TeV LNV interaction (1) as functions of the e↵ective
coupling ge↵ and mass scale ⇤ (see text). Present GERDA
exclusion and future tonne-scale 0⌫�� sensitivity are indi-
cated by upper and lower shaded regions, respectively. Darker
shaded bands indicate impact of varying M0⇤

2
H by a factor of

two. LHC exclusion reach for representative integrated lumi-
nosities are indicated by the solid, dashed, and dotted lines.

present GERDA limit for 76Ge (T1/2 <3⇥1025 yr) as
implied by Eq. (8). We see that non-observation with
⇠ 735 fb�1 (⇠ 70 fb�1) would imply exclusion at a level
consistent with the present GERDA limit assuming the
larger (smaller) value of M0⇤2

H . The corresponding re-
quirement for discovery S/

p
S +B � 5 is >⇠4.6 ab�1 (>⇠

435 fb�1). It is striking that a factor of two di↵erence in
M0⇤2

H , when translated into an upper bound on C1/⇤5,
implies an order of magnitude di↵erence in the luminos-
ity needed for LHC exclusion or discovery. The ex-
clusion and discovery reaches for both the LHC and a

FIG. 3: Same as Fig. 2 but giving LHC discovery reach.

future, one-ton 0⌫��-decay as functions of ⇤ and an ef-
fective coupling ge↵ = C1(⇤)1/4 are shown Figs. 2 and
3, respectively. We use a prospective 76Ge sensitivity of
T1/2 = 6⇥1027 yr[46]. We also show the present GERDA
exclusion for reference. The darker shaded bands at the
lower edges of each 0⌫��-decay exclusion and future sen-
sitivity regions indicate the impact of varying M0⇤2

H by
a factor of two. From Fig. 2 we observe that with >⇠ 100
fb�1 the LHC would begin to extend the present GERDA
exclusion for ⇤ in the vicinity of 1.4 TeV for the larger
value of |M0|⇤2

H and for a broader range of masses as-
suming the smaller value. As indicated by Fig. 3, the
opportunities for discovery with 300 fb�1 appear more
limited, even under the assumption of the smaller nu-
clear and hadronic matrix elements. However, the high
luminosity phase of the LHC with 3 ab�1 could open
the possibility for discovery over a range of masses that
depends on the value of M0⇤2

H .

From the standpoint of the LHC, this conclusion is not
as optimistic as obtained in Refs. [29, 30], as the reach
of the tonne-scale 0⌫��-decay experiments appears to
exceed that of the high-luminosity LHC over nearly the
entire range of parameter space considered. It is, nev-
ertheless, interesting to compare the prospects for both
0⌫��-decay and the LHC, as observation of a signal in
both experiments is possible and would point to the exis-
tence of TeV scale LNV interactions. Reducing the 0⌫��-
decay nuclear and hadronic matrix element uncertainties,
as well as refining the estimates of jet-fake and charge flip
backgrounds at the LHC, would clearly clearly sharpen
the implications of this comparison.
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 e+ transfers most of pT to conversion e- ; 
Z / γ*  + jets !  apparent e- e- jj event   
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Electron charge misidentification probability:

Global misidentification probability = 
(agrees with 
1110.3174v2) 

CMS, arXiv:1110.3174v2

For charge-flip events: 
 Bin the events according to the η bins above.
 When making the histograms, if an event has η falling into any of the bins above, 

the event weight is then multiplied by the corresponding misID probability in that eta bin.

Bin in η and apply charge flip prob  
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Assuming Ck = 1 at µ = 5 GeV ! 
Effective DBD amplitude for O1 
substantially weaker for given 
LHC constraints 
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Nuclear Matrix Elements: Long Range Effects 

Exploit Chiral Symmetry & EFT ideas 
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Nuclear Matrix Elements: Long Range Effects 

Exploit Chiral Symmetry & EFT ideas 
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0ν ββ - decay in effective field theory 
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Tractable nuclear operators 

Systematic operator classification 
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0ν ββ - decay in effective field theory 
Operator classification 

€ 

µ = MWEAK

L(q,e) =	

€ 

GF
2

Λββ

C j (µ) ˆ O j
++ e Γ je

c + h.c.
j=1

14

∑

€ 

ˆ O 1+
ab = q Lγ

µτ aqL q Rγµτ
bqR

 e.g. 

0ν ββ - decay: a = b = + 
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0ν ββ - decay in effective field theory 
Operator classification 
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µ = MWEAK
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ˆ O 1+
ab = q Lγ

µτ aqL q Rγµτ
bqR
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qL → LqL
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qR → RqR   
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= exp i
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⋅
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Chiral transformations: SU(2)L  x  SU(2)R 
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ˆ O 1+
ab ∈ (3L , 3R )

Parity transformations: qL $  qR  

0ν ββ - decay: a = b = + 
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ˆ O 1+
++ ↔ ˆ O 1+

++
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0ν ββ - decay in effective field theory 
Hadronic basis 
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XR
a = ξ τ a ξ +
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XL
a = ξ + τ a ξ   
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ξ = exp i! τ ⋅ ! π 2( ), , 

Chiral transformations 
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++ ~ Tr XR

+ XL
+( ) ~ 2

Fπ
2 π

− π− +!

No derivatives Kππ ~ O (p0) 
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0ν ββ - decay in effective field theory 
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0νββ-Decay: TeV Scale LNV  

88 

Putting the pieces together 
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Low-Energy / High-Energy Interplay 

Discovery “Diagnostic” 

Low energy High energy 

? 

TeV LNV 
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0νββ / LHC Interplay: Matrix Elements 
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V. Sterile Neutrinos 
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Why Might A “Ton-Scale” Exp’t See It? 

 A(Z,N) !           ! A(Z+2, N-2) +  e- e-  Underlying 
Physics 

•  3 light neutrinos only: source of neutrino 
mass at the very high see-saw scale 

•  3 light neutrinos with TeV scale source of 
neutrino mass 

•  > 3 light neutrinos  
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Interpreting a Positive Result 
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Interpreting a Positive Result 
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Sterile Neutrinos & 0νββ-Decay 
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Sterile Neutrinos & 0νββ-Decay 
3 active light neutrinos 
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VI. Summary & Outlook 
•  Determining the mechanism and BSM mass scale 

associated with neutrino mass generation is a key 
challenge for nuclear physics, high energy physics, & 
cosmology 

•  There exist a variety of well-motivated mechanisms 
associated with low- to high-scales 

•  “Naturalness” is a useful guiding theoretical consideration 
but not definitive  

•  Results from 0νββ-decay, in combination with results from 
kinematic mass measurements, oscillation studies, LHC 
LNV searches, & cosmology are vital to addressing this 
fundamental puzzle 
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0νββ-Decay: LNV? Mass Term?  

14. Neutrino mixing 53
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Figure 14.10: The effective Majorana mass |<m>| (including a 2σ uncertainty),
as a function of min(mj). The figure is obtained using the best fit values and the
2σ ranges of allowed values of ∆m2

21, sin2 θ12, and |∆m2
31| ∼= |∆m2

32| from Ref. 174.
The phases α21,31 are varied in the interval [0,π]. The predictions for the NH, IH
and QD spectra are indicated. The red regions correspond to at least one of the
phases α21,31 and (α31 −α21) having a CP violating value, while the blue and green
areas correspond to α21,31 possessing CP conserving values. (Update by S. Pascoli
of a figure from the last article quoted in Ref. 196.)

only be a proof that the total lepton charge is not conserved, but might also provide
unique information on the i) type of neutrino mass spectrum (see, e.g., Ref. 194), ii)
Majorana phases in U [178,195] and iii) the absolute scale of neutrino masses (for details
see Ref. 193 to Ref. 196 and references quoted therein).

Under the assumptions of 3-ν mixing, of massive neutrinos νj being Majorana
particles, and of (ββ)0ν -decay generated only by the (V-A) charged current weak
interaction via the exchange of the three Majorana neutrinos νj having masses mj !
few MeV, the (ββ)0ν -decay amplitude has the form (see, e.g., Ref. 41 and Ref. 193):
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